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Inside this issue: 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 
 
       It is really going to be an exciting year!  With all of our students 
receiving laptop computers, the potential for interesting and very ac-
tive learning should be endless.  Certainly, we will need to get 
through some of the obstacles that are inevitable with any such large 
scale change.  However, after two years of piloting 1:1 computing in 
approximately 50 different classrooms, I believe that our staff and 
students are as ready as they ever could be to begin leveraging tech-
nology to make learning better.  In addition to each student being is-
sued a computer, for the first year, all teachers will be using our new 
learning management system (LMS), Schoology.  The goal is that 
Schoology can become a very consistent and predictable way for 
teachers to provide and students to access information for their clas-
ses.  It will take time, but I am hoping that with increased use of 
Schoology as time goes on, the LMS will become close to one-stop 
shopping for learning for all of our students and parents. 
 

     While I started off discussing new educational resources for our 
students, I really believe that our greatest resource and asset in 
Souderton is our incredible community that continues to be support-
ive, inclusive, and inclined to take risks for the sake of our students.  I 
cannot thank you as parents/guardians enough for the tremendous 
amount of trust we feel as a school staff from you to take care of your 
students on a daily basis.  Nothing is more important than that sense 
of mutual trust in a school community, greater than any other re-
source that money can buy. 
 

       It is going to be a great year! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Samuel A. Varano, Jr., Ed.D 
Principal 

   

      

 

625 Lower Road   Souderton, PA 18964  (215) 723-2808 

August 2017 



 2017-2018 END OF MARKING PERIOD DATES 
(Dates are subject to change) 

Calendar 

 
Freshman Orientation………………………………..….…..August 25, 7:40 AM—12:00 PM             
Freshman Tailgate………………………………………..……..…..August 25, 5:00-6:30 PM            
First Day of School…………………………………………...…….………………...August 29            
College Admissions Process Presentation……………………….....…..…August 30, 5:30 PM                        
Back to School Night……………………………………….….….…..…...August 30, 6:30 PM            
Welcome Back Dance……………………………...…….…..……....August 31, 7:00-9:00 PM 
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY—NO SCHOOL……………………………...…….September 1 & 4 
Picture Day…………………………………………………………...……...……September 11 
ROSH HASHANAH—NO SCHOOL……………….…………….……………..September 21 
Parent Participation Meeting ……………………….………………...September 28, 9:00 AM 
SAT Bootcamp……………………………………….…..September 30 & October 1, 9:00 AM  
Homecoming Wing Bowl………………..………….….…………...October 6, 5:00—6:30 PM 
Homecoming Football Game ……………..…………………..…………...October 6, 7:00 PM 
Homecoming Dance…………………………………...………….October 7, 7:00—10:00 PM 
SAT……………………………………………………...………………….October 7, 7:00 AM  
PSAT………………………………………………………………...……………….October 11 
ACT 80 DAY—NO SCHOOL……………………………………………………….October 13 
Underclassmen Photo Retakes ……………………………………….……………..October 19 
Parent Participation Meeting ……………………………….……….......October 26, 9:00 AM 
End of Marking Period 1……………………………….…………………………..November 2 
Fall Play…………………………………………….……………….November 3 & 4, 6:30 PM 
ELECTION DAY—NO SCHOOL ………………………………..……………….November 7 
Report Cards Available on HAC…………………………………..………………November  9 

 

Parents/Guardians can continuously monitor student progress on the Home Access Center (HAC) 

Quarter 1 2 3 4 

End of Quarter 11/2/17 1/22/18 4/3/18 6/8/18 

Report Card available 
on HAC 

11/9/17 1/29/18 4/10/18 6/18/18 
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ALL STUDENTS RECEIVING LAPTOP COMPUTERS FOR 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

Expectations with Computers in School 
• Students are expected to carry their computers to all classes. 
• When moving about the building, students should carry their computers and power cords in their back-

packs to avoid damage. 
• The laptop is an educational tool and should be used only for school. 
• Students are responsible for making sure the laptop is charged and ready for use every day.   
• Students may only use software that is permitted and installed by the school district.  
• Students cannot share/loan/borrow another student’s laptop.   
• Students should never share user names or passwords.   
• Students should never close the screen with any items on the keyboard (pens, paper, etc.). 
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BACKPACKS   

NEW THIS YEAR    
 
 

    In quite a change, students are encouraged to purchase backpacks to  
carry their books and computers throughout the building.  Backpacks no longer need to be  
stored in lockers, and they do not need to be mesh or transparent as previously required  
years ago. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwg_vmj7vVAhWpzIMKHdLvB2EQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.riskmanagementmonitor.com%2Fthe-case-of-the-1-7-million-laptop%2Flaptop%2F&psig=AFQjCNHNTd63Fg9Bq2eBqovQFpysc
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj9rtmH473VAhUj6oMKHRBoAowQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fphotos%2Fbackpack&psig=AFQjCNHazs9urYyeyyoxMdeySmwDJa_ciQ&ust=1501942794475707
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Indian Valley Public Library now 

offers mobile internet hotspots 

for a 1-week loan. 

 
Take the internet with you wherever 
you go!  Follow this link to learn 
more! 

SASD NEXT 
     The 2017-18 school year marks the second year of implementation for the 5-year SASD NEXT Plan, which was 

designed by a K-12 group of staff members to guide innovative learning in the SASD schools.  Last year, high 

school staff and students spent a significant amount of time trying to define what the SASD NEXT Plan meant to 

them.  By the end of the school year, a group of SAHS staff members developed a bulleted list of descriptors for 

what teaching and learning should look like: 

• SAHS classrooms are student-centered. 

• SAHS classrooms are differentiated. 

• SAHS classrooms promote ongoing feedback and reflection. 

• SAHS classrooms are interactive places where students are engaged with content, teachers, and class-

mates inside and outside the building. 

• SAHS classrooms encourage purposeful, effective use of technology to enhance collaboration, creativi-

ty, and critical thinking. 

     Our staff will be involved with a great amount of staff development to learn and practice ways to make the 

above expectations a reality in their classroom.  We will also be looking to gather students’ input regarding how 

much they are experiencing the bullets in school. 

SOUDERTON AREA HIGH SCHOOL TECH HUB: 
Located in the Library 

 
What purpose does the tech hub serve?  The Tech Hub is the single location for the support of the high school’s 
1:1 computers. 
 
When is the Tech Hub open for business?  The Tech Hub will be open daily, on school days, from 7:30 AM 
through 9:30 AM. 
 
What services does the Tech Hub offer?  The Tech Hub will work with students to process broken 1:1 equip-
ment.  A loaner Chromebook will be provided while the student’s machine is out of service for repairs.  Additionally, 
short term loaner machines can be signed out in cases where a student forgets their machine.  

http://ivpl.org/hotspots/


 
 

 
 

5th Block 
 
 
 
 
     The 5th Block period, which is scheduled Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, provides sup-
port and extension activities specific to each grade level. The freshmen and sophomores focus 
on their transitions to high school, relationship building, and exploring their selected career 
pathway through job shadowing opportunities.  Pathway Manager is an electronic tool that 
guides our Pathway 360° program.  The program helps students navigate and store courses and 
portfolio information related to their career pathway, job shadowing, and mentorship opportu-
nities. The junior and senior 5th Block addresses mentorships, college and post-secondary edu-

cation.  Naviance, a college informational storage house and career readiness program, is intro-
duced to our students during their eighth grade year. Naviance continues to be a focus for our 
juniors and seniors, connecting them to college and career applications choices. The 5th Block 
on Wednesdays provides time for academic support, club meetings, and pathway speakers, as 
well as a chance to meet with college representatives and explore mentorship opportunities. 
                                                                                                                   

FRESHMAN ORIENTATION 
 

It is our pleasure to welcome the freshmen to Souderton Area High School!  All freshmen 
should come to the high school on Friday, August 25th for orientation.   

 

The day will begin at 7:40 AM and end at 12:00 PM.  The regular bus run will pick stu-
dents up at their designated bus stop and drop them off there at the end of the day. 

 

This will be a half-day of fun and an opportunity for freshmen to get to know the school and 
their classmates.  This day is a student day!  The fun will continue that evening with a Freshman 
Tailgate (behind the tennis courts) from 5:00-6:30 PM, before the football game against Penn 
Wood High School at 7:00 PM. The cost is $4.00, and includes admission to the game!  We 
hope to see all of our freshmen at orientation, for which the Link Crew has been working diligently 
to prepare. 
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               SCHOLARS’ BANQUET 
 

 Following are the qualification criteria for the Scholars Banquet 2018: 
 

 10th Grade Students = Distinguished Honor Roll (straight As) for each of the first three 
            marking periods of the year                 
 

 11th and 12th Grade Students = Top 5% of their class 
 

Reminder: Class rank is not publicly reported.  Valedictorian and Salutatorian will be  determined based                 
upon applications from students in the top 5% of their class. 
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PSAT 
  

 PSATs will be administered to all 11th grade students free of charge on October 11, 2017.  Any 10th 
grade student can also take the PSAT on October 14th in school; however, 10th graders would need to pay 
a fee.  Cost and online registration information will be available by mid-September.  We are pleased 
that we are able to provide 11th grade students with a free opportunity to learn more about Advanced Place-
ment and their college readiness, as well as potentially becoming candidates for National Merit Scholar-
ships.   

2017-2018 Souderton Area High School Pre-Course Reading List  
 

     The purpose of the SAHS summer reading program is to engage students in reading books of strong literary merit 
which will be useful to the particular course of study for each year. Students can expect an assessment on their sum-
mer reading early in the semester. This assessment will count as not more than 15% of the First Marking  
Period grade. In 9th grade, students will study American Literature; in 10th grade, students will study British  
literature. As juniors and seniors, students will select from quarter courses based on their interests and will also have 
the option of Advanced Placement courses in language arts. Alternative book choices must fall within the literature 
focus of the student’s scheduled course. Prior approval must be obtained for an alternative book. Please use the Al-
ternative Book Approval Form found at:  
http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/academics/AlternativeBookApprovalForm.pdf  
 

     To request approval for an alternative text, please email the form to Dr. Aronow, at sar-
anow@soudertonsd.org. 
 
     Click here for the Summer Reading List for all students.                             
 

SCHEDULES AND REPORT CARDS ON HOME ACCESS CENTER (HAC) 
 

 As a means to be more efficient and fiscally responsible, while also conserving paper, we will continue 
our protocols of not printing and mailing schedules prior to the school year and not mailing paper copies of 
report cards. Transcripts and students’ course histories will also be available on HAC.  If parents and students 
are having trouble accessing HAC, such as log-in problems, please contact Kelli Knonemacher at 
knoenmacher@soudertonsd.org or at 215-723-2808.  Parents/guardians who do not have internet access at 
home should contact the Guidance Office at (267) 203-0117 or  Michele Vitelli at 215-723-2808, ext. 20115 
or mvitelli@soudertonsd.org to request that they still receive a hard copy of report cards. 
 

 Instructions:  When you log into HAC there are tabs across the top that are self-explanatory (i.e., Re-

port Card, Schedule, and Transcript).  Simply click on that tab to see your student’s information.   

Report cards will be posted as indicated in this newsletter. 

http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/academics/AlternativeBookApprovalForm.pdf
mailto:saronow@soudertonsd.org
mailto:saronow@soudertonsd.org
http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/academics/reading-lists.cfm
mailto:knonemacher@soudertonsd.org
mailto:mvitelli@soudertonsd.org
mailto:mvitelli@soudertonsd.org
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NAVIANCE PROGRAM 
 

 

Seniors will be required to request transcripts through Naviance. Electronic submission of college 
materials (transcript, secondary school reports, counselor and teacher recommendations, etc.) will occur 
through Naviance. Prior to Back-to-School Night on August  30th, at 5:30 PM in the Auditorium, par-
ents of seniors will have the opportunity to attend a presentation on the College Admissions Process that will 
address the electronic mailing of college materials.  Unless specifically requested by a college for a specific 
reason, transcripts will not be mailed until the first week of school after students are informed of the process. 

 

 

FINAL EXAMS 
The Finals Permission Form may be found at: 
http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/academics/Final-Exams-Permission-Form.pdf  

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
 

The First Semester Back to School Night is scheduled for Wednesday, August 30th, from 6:30 to 
7:30 PM.  Parents will follow their student’s First Semester schedule only.   

 

Please plan to arrive early (pulling into the school by 5:45 PM is recommended), and use both 
the Lower Road and Halteman Road Entrances. We will begin promptly at 6:30 PM.  Please bring a copy 
of your student’s schedule.   

 

KEYSTONE EXAM ADMINISTRATION 
 

     Winter 2017-2018 Keystone Exam Administrations: 
 

Literature Keystone   
Taken by all students in English 10 during Semester 1 
Taken by all 11th grade students who were previously not Proficient on the Literature Exam 
who have an English class during Semester 1 
Administration dates:  December 5 & 6, 2017 

 
Algebra I Keystone   

Taken by all students in Algebra I during Semester 1 
Taken by 10th and 11th grade students who were previously not Proficient on the Algebra I 
     Keystone and are in Algebra II during Semester 1 
Administration dates:  January 8 & 9, 2018 
 

Biology Keystone   
Taken by all students in Biology during Semester 1  
Administration dates:  January 11 & 12, 2018 

 
Keystone review resources to help your student on the exam, please visit: 
http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/academics/keystone-exam-resources.cfm  

 
 

  

http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/academics/Final-Exams-Permission-Form.pdf
http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/academics/keystone-exam-resources.cfm


 
 

CLASS OF 2018 
GRADUATION 

                 
 
 

 
The date of the Graduation Ceremony will be  
announced after the inclement weather season. 

 

SAHS ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
  

 
For changes and cancellations, check the Souderton 
Area High School Athletics website  
http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/athletics/schedules.cfm 
or call the hotline at (215) 723-7630 after 1:00 PM. It is 
recommended that you check the website before call-
ing.  We are all looking forward to a great year for 
SAHS athletics. 
 

PHOTO DAY 
  

 Pictures will be taken of ALL students on Tuesday, September 11th.  An order form is part of the first 
day packet for students. Full-time North Montco students should report to the Auditorium upon arrival to 
school on September 11th, as we will take their photos prior to them leaving for North Montco. 

   STUDENT HANDBOOK  
 

 The Student Handbook is available on-line only. You may access the Student Handbook through the 
website. Students and parents are responsible for being aware of the content. The handbook can be found at:  
http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/students/handbook/. 
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SENIOR PRIVILEGE (1st SCHOOL DAY) 
 

 On the first day of school (August 29th), all students with senior privilege must report to 5th Block for 
the start of the school day.  All senior privilege students will meet with Dr. Coddington at 8:30 AM in the  
Auxiliary Gym.  Period 4 senior privilege students will be permitted to leave school after Period 3. 

 
FOOD SERVICES PRICES 

 

 Breakfast  (All Schools)         $1.45
 Lunch (High School)              $3.30 
 Milk    (All Schools)               $.60 

http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/athletics/schedules.cfm
http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/students/handbook/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF3p20i7vVAhWIyIMKHW06D9cQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fexplore%2Fgraduation-cap-clipart%2F&psig=AFQjCNHdc_0EXl5cecbm84as_ikJ-GkrJw&ust=15018505443


HANDS ACROSS THE DISTRICT 
 

   The high school’s Hands Across the District coordinators for the 2017 – 2018 school year will be  
Judy Longo and Heather Wassel.  Those interested in joining our Hands Across the District volunteers should 
complete the volunteer application found on the district website (www.soudertonsd.org) or contact the coordi-
nators at  http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/parents/HS-HandsVolunteerApp.pdf  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASSES - LOCKERS 
  

  

 In the locker rooms, students will not have pre-assigned combination locks built into their lockers. 

Therefore, students will need to bring their own lock each day to lock their physical education locker.  

Students will be assigned a locker for their class period. When class is over, students will need to take their  

personal items with them in that the next class will be using the locker also. Combination locks will be available 

in the School Store. 

 

PARENT PARTICIPATION MEETINGS 
 

 Parent Participation Meetings are informal meetings with the principal during which parents are updat-
ed about high school initiatives and have an opportunity to ask questions and/or address concerns. Below is the 
meeting schedule for the 2017-2018 school year.  All meetings are at 9:00 AM in Room A101. 
   
  Thursday, September 28, 2017  Thursday, February 22, 2018 

  Thursday, October 26, 2017              Thursday, March 22, 2018 
  Thursday, November 30, 2017  Thursday, April 26, 2018 
  Thursday, January 25, 2018   

 
All meetings will be held at 9:00 AM in Room A101. 
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BUS PASSES 
 

 If a student needs to take a 

bus other than the one to which he/

she is assigned, a note submitted to 

the Main Office or Attendance Of-

fice is required from a parent/

guardian.  We do not accept permis-

sion over the phone. 

ACTIVITY FEE 
 

  
     An activity fee of $150.00 will be paid by all middle and high school 
students if they choose to participate in any co-curricular activity, either 
athletic or non-athletic. The fee is paid one time per year even if a student 
participates in multiple activities.  
 

 The activity fee will be collected for participation in all co-
curricular activities excluding, but not limited to, the following: service 
clubs, student empowerment groups (Student Government and Student 
Council), and accredited courses. 
 

 Provisions will be made for exemption from paying either a part or 
all of the fee by students whose economic situation would otherwise pre-
clude their involvement.  Students who would qualify for free or reduced 
price lunches under the guidelines established for the federally funded 
lunch programs will not be required to pay the student activity fee. 
 
 

http://sahs.soudertonsd.org/parents/HS-HandsVolunteerApp.pdf


                          
                          

 

DRESS CODE REMINDERS 
 

 As this summer draws to a close and you plan your back-to-school shopping, please be mindful of SAHS’s 
dress code, which has been established to encourage students to focus on the learning process without the distraction 
of unsuitable dress and grooming.  The students at SAHS are expected to dress in a manner that is supportive of, and 
not disruptive to, the educational environment.  Among the clothing guidelines are: 

 Shorts must be loose fitting and long enough to be appropriate school apparel.   
 Dresses/skirts must be at least mid-thigh length, with no plunging backs below the mid-back, not made from 

transparent material, nor have side or front cutouts.  
 Pants should not be worn below the waistline. All undergarments must be covered at all times. 
 Students must wear apparel that covers the midriff.  Tube tops, off-the-shoulder tops, and tops with  spaghetti 

straps are prohibited.  For girls, straps on tank tops must be at least one (1) inch in width. Boys may not wear 
tank tops, sleeveless shirts, or muscle shirts.  Clothing with profane or questionable language imprints is unac-
ceptable school apparel. 

 Students must wear footwear at all times. Because of safety and sanitation in situations such as chemistry lab, 
teachers may require more substantial footwear. 

 Sunglasses are not to be worn in the school building. 
 Any form of head apparel that covers the head (hats, scarves, hoods, bandanas, etc.) is prohibited,  except 

under the terms of specially designated days. Hoods are forbidden in all cases.                    
 Outerwear (coats or jackets that zip or button the length of the garment) cannot be worn during the school day 

and must be stored in the students’ lockers. 
 Bracelets, collars, or other apparel that have spikes, studs, or other potentially dangerous components are prohib-

ited. 

 

 All forms of attire are subject to evaluation on an individual basis. Students not in compliance with the dress 
code will be required to obtain an immediate suitable change of clothing and will face disciplinary action ranging 
from warning to suspension. Any student wearing apparel to school deemed inappropriate will be referred to the  
administration. 

 
CANINE SEARCHES 

 

 

In an ongoing effort to ensure that our schools are safe and supportive for all students, the Souderton Ar-
ea School District continues its Student Search Policy that includes the use of a canine search dog.  The pa-
rameters indicated by the Student Search Policy will be included in the Student Handbook. 

 This canine search process will be used to determine the presence of unlawful or illegal substances 
within and outside of the school. “Periodically, or as a specific situation warrants, the dog may be used to 
sniff the air around lockers, desks, bags, purses, book bags, and other items, or even vehicles that are on dis-
trict property or at a district sponsored event.” 

 The Souderton Area School District is committed to providing schools free of drugs, alcohol, and 
weapons, including explosive devices. Together, we strive to provide a safe and healthy learning environ-
ment for our students. This is an essential part of our duty as caring educators and responsible adults. We 
thank you for your support as we continue to work together to address issues that impact the lives of our stu-
dents. 
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